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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ROPE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 
17TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT NEW LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH, FULLER DRIVE.  

  
PRESENT:  
Councillor Andy Pennance -Chair 
Councillor Chris Flaherty – Vice Chair 
Councillor Richard Weilding 
Councillor Sue Jones  
Councillor George Jones 
Councillor Malcolm Crook    
In Attendance:  
Cheshire East Ward Councillor Allen Gage, Sue Togay – Clerk 

49.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:    
Councillor Nick Churchill. 
 
50.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  
None.  
 
51.  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2025 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.  
 
52.  MATTERS ARISING:  
Trees Within the Parish – In order to assist the work being conducted by Councillor 
Sue Jones, the Clerk had sent an email to the Woodland Trust and to the Planning 
Department of Cheshire East for advice on training and information.  The Planning 
Department have forwarded this to the Planning Trees Team to establish whether 
they are able to assist.  A response with recommendations had been received from 
the Woodland Trust and forwarded to Councillor Sue Jones. 
 
Local Government Boundary Commission, Ward Boundary Review -  
Councillors requested that the Clerk contact the LG Boundary Commission to 
request inclusion of the word ‘Rope’ within the ward boundary name.  A response 
had been received stating that as the consultation was closed and final 
recommendations were published in May 2025, changes were unable to be made to 
ward names. 
  
Speed Indicator Devices – After discussion it was proposed that Rope Lane and 
Laidon Avenue would be appropriate sites for SIDs.  As Shavington PC and 
Wistaston PC were also considering purchase of SID’s, the Clerk had contacted the 
relevant Clerks and had one response from Wistaston Pc to state that their 
equipment was broken.  The Clerk to work alongside the Chair to ascertain suitable 
specification and Cheshire East costs of a fixed unit.   
 
Street Name Plates, Oakhurst Drive – to be considered under Item 7. 
 
Damaged Boundary Sign, Eastern Road – to be considered under Item 16. 
 
Pedestrian Crossing, Laidon Avenue – to be considered under Item 7. 
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53. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
None. 
 
54. TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT: 
All relevant correspondence received since the last meeting had been forwarded 
electronically to Councillors for their attention.  All other matters were included in the 
body of the meeting. 
 
Newsletter – the Autumn 2025 newsletter had now been produced and distributed.  
The clerk had met with a Councillor from Leighton, Minshull Vernon and 
Woolstanwood PC who had requested information on the formulation and production 
of the newsletter as they wished to produce something similar. 
 
VAT - The Clerk had completed the VAT Claim for the Parish to date and was 
awaiting payment. 
 
Parish Bank Account – the Clerk had found considerable delay in carrying out  
financial work related to the budget and bank reconciliations due to receiving the 
bank statements by post.  The bank had advised that it was possible to have an 
online system and the Clerk requested that permission be given to set this up as a 
‘read only’ facility. 
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk set up a ‘read only’ access to the Parish Council Bank 
Accounts. 
 
To Consider the Appeal under Section 137 ref Rope Lane Nursery – 
communications had been received from the Cheshire East Development 
Management Department relating to an appeal against an alleged breach of planning 
permission.  The Clerk had made comment on behalf of the Council and had 
distributed a copy to Members. 
 
55.  CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT: 
Cheshire East Councillor Allen Gage was in attendance.  He reported on the 
following matters: 
 

 Planning Application, Shavington - An application had been made relating 
to an area at Crewe Road/ Gresty Lane with a consultation happening on 11th 
December. 

 Gresty Lane Flooding – Councillor Gage had looked into the blocked 
culverts in this area and had requested more pro-active maintenance from the 
relevant department. 

 Gresty Lane -There were some homeless people living on an old outhouse 
on the lane. 

 Street Name Plates (SNP’s), Oakhurst Drive – after discussion, it was 
advised that relating to the Highways Ward Budget Safety Based items, that if 
there was a residue of £500 at the financial year-end this could potentially be 
used towards the SNP’s.  The balance would be known by January 2026 
when the Parish could decide whether to match fund this project which had 
been advised at a cost of approximately £1,000. 
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 Pedestrian Crossing, Fuller Drive – After contacting Highways for advice, 
they had advised that the route for such requests is via the Cheshire East 
Ward Councillor.  In addition, The Traffic Safety Team at Cheshire East could 
advise if the location had already been considered or where it would sit on the 
priority list.  As Councillor Gage was present, he advised that he would look 
into whether a crossing in this area was on the project list.  He did also advise 
that it could take several years to accomplish.   

 Eastern Road – Councillor Gage had had the gullies inspected which were in 
good repair.  The flooding would seem to be due to the geographical nature of 
the area when heavy rain occurred.  He had also tried to reduce the speed 
limit on the area in relation to The Highways Speed Management Strategy 
and had worked alongside some of the students at Shavington Academy 
under their Citizenship studies to ascertain how many students walked along 
this area. 

 
56.  ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: 
Hedge at Junction Fuller Drive/Whirlow Road – this was still overgrown.  Report 
again. 
 
Hedge a Junction Laidon Avenue/Rope Bank Avenue   this was overgrown.  To 
be reported via traCE system. 
 
Acorn Bank Close – a thank you had been received from a local resident who also 
offered assistance in the future. 
 
57.  HIGHWAYS MATTERS: 
None. 
 
58.  POLICING MATTERS: 
Speedwatch – Councillor Sue Jones gave an update on the potential Rope, 
Wistaston and Shavington Parish Councils joint working project.  She intended to 
attend a future meeting of Wistaston Parish Council and was also liaising with 
Councillor Buchanan at Shavington PC. 
 
PCSO Nick Jarvis had been invited to this meeting.  The Clerk to email him with the 
2026 meeting dates. 
 
59.  PLANNING MATTERS:  
Ref: 25/3574/RESERVED:  Reserved matters application for appearance, 
landscaping and scale following the approval of 24/3101N.  Councillor Crook noted 
receipt of the notification and felt there was no issue. 
 
60.  FEEDBACK ON EXTERNAL MEETINGS:  
Remembrance Services – Several Councillors had attended the Crewe and 
Wistaston Memorial Servies and laid wreaths on behalf of the Parish.   
 
Wistaston Memorial Hall Councillor Flaherty reported that there was no further 
information.   
 



 

4 
 

 
Police and Crime Commissioner meeting with CEC Borough, Town and Parish 
Councils 9th October 2025 – Councillors Weilding and Crook had attended on behalf 
of the Parish and found it very interesting.  Projects relevant to Rope Pc were based 
on PCC funding for ‘no mobiles’; in schools.   
 
61. FINANCE  
A.  REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  
None 
 
B.  PAYMENTS  
137 Payments: 
None 
 
Approved Payments:  
S Togay Clerk’s Salary Nov  £219.84 
HMRC – Nov     £  55.00 
S Togay Clerk’s Salary – Dec  £219.84 
HMRC – Dec     £  55.00  
S Togay, Stationery    £     6.96 
NLCC Room Hire    £  39.00 
Zero Signs (boundary sign)  £258.00 
 
62. TO CONSIDER THE PRECEPT FOR 2026/2027 
The Clerk had provided documents to Councillors in order to make an informed 
decision.  These included the following: 

 The Parish Precept & Taxbase Arrangements for 26/27 from Cheshire East 
BC. 

 A definition of the Council Tax Base Figure Calculation. 

 Financial Projection Based on 2025/2026 Projection 

 Draft Budget for 2026/2027. 
After discussion, the following resolution was made: 
RESOLVED:  that an amount of £8,468 is requested for the precept amount for the 
year 2026/2027 from Cheshire East.  An amended Budget to be provided to 
Members based on this figure. 
 
63.  TO CONSIDER THE ASSOCIATED COSTS OF SITING A PLANTER AT THE 
ROPELANE/BANKFIELD AVENUE JUNCTION. 
The Clerk had provided approximate figures for the cost of siting the proposed 
planter at Rope Lane/Bankfield Avenue junction to include planter cost, CEBC 
License Fee, Installation of Planter, CEBC Legal fee.  After discussion it was 
resolved to proceed with the installation of the planter and also request JD Services 
to add some winter planting such as primula to the two planters on Fuller Drive.  To 
request a time scale from Cheshire East to enable the ordering of the planter and 
logistics. 
RESOLVED: to proceed with the application for the installation of a new planter at 
the agreed site with its associated costs. In addition, give instruction to JD Services 
to add winter bedding to planters on Fuller Drive. 
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64.  TO CONSIDER THE REPLACEMENT FO THE DAMAGED BOUNDARY SIGN 
ON EASTERN ROAD. 
The Clerk had provided a quote for the replacement of the damaged boundary sign 
which had been damaged by local hedge cutting.  Councillor Gage suggested that 
he could provide the contact details of the landowner to note that the sign had been 
damaged.  
RESOLVED:  To give instruction to the contractor to replace the damaged sign.   
 
65.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   
None. 
 
66. DATES OF MEETINGS 2026. 
The following dates were approved for the year 2026.: 
Monday 19th January 2026, Monday 16th March 2026,  
Monday 18th May 2026, Monday 20th July 2026,  
Monday 21st September 2026, Monday 16th November 2026 

 
 


